Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2016 


https://archive.org/details/reportoftrustees00penn_7 


FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Soldiers  and  Sailors  Home, 


AT  ERIE, 


For  the  year  ending  May  31,  1886, 


WITH  THE 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSION 


For  locating  and  establishing  said  Home, 


AND  THE 


Report  ok  the  Commander. 


PHILADELPHIA; 

Town  Print,  20  North  Seventh  Street, 

1S87. 


’-i’.y  f' ' 

■■■■  ■■  • -^  ^ '■■  -n.w<sr  ■'•  ■ 

?’  • t : ;•■*.• 


|-  ■ 


&^i- 

i* 


fvy .. 


iVf^ 


i"  • 


3 5 5 5 


3 ^ > 


? 3 


> ) > > 

> 3 3 3/ 

3 >333 

3 ^ 3 > 1 > 

3 ) 3 3 > 3 


3 3 

3 3 3 

3 3 


3 3 1 

3 3 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSION 

— TO  LOCATE  AND  ESTABLISH  A — 

SOLDIERS  SAILORS  HOME 

IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  the  Atiditor  Geyieral 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Peiinsylvania  : 

Gentlemen  : — 

The  attention  of  the  Legislature  was  first  called  to  the  pressing  neces- 
sity of  providing  a Home  for  indigent  and  disabled  ex-soldiers  and  sailors 
of  this  State,  by  the  Department  Encampment  of  Pennsylvania,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  in  February,  1885,  upon  statements  submitted 
showing  the  large  number  of  veterans  maintained  at  public  expense  in 
X alms-houses,  in  addition  to  a very  large  number  who  were  kept  from  the 
- alms-houses  by  private  charity,  largely  expended  by  Posts  of  the  Grand 
^ Army. 

^ A Bill  (No.  248,  file  H.  R.,  Session  of  1885),  to  establish  such  a Home, 
(y"  was  prepared  and  presented  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  February 
18,  1885,  t)y  Hon.  Isaac  B.  Brown,  member  from  Erie  county,  which 
was  promptly  and  favorably  reported  from  committee.  With  some  slight 
modifications,  it  passed  the  House  and  Senate  without  a dissenting  vote, 
and  received  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  June  3,  1885. 

It  reads  as  follows  : 

AN  ACT 


To  provide  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a Home  for  Dis- 
abled and  Indigent  Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  Pennsylv^ia. 

Section  i.  Be  it  e7iacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Com7no7iwealth  of  Pennsylva7iia,  in  Ce7ieral  Asse77ibly  met, 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  sa7ne.  That  the  Governor 
of  this  Commonwealth,  the  State  Treasurer,  the  Auditor  General,  and  a 
committee  of  three  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  consisting  of  one 
Senator  and  two  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  who  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate  and  House,  respectively, 
together  with  a committee  of  five  honorably  discharged  s’oldiers,  who  shall 
be  selected  by  the  Department  Commander  of  Pennsylvania,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  constituted  and  ap- 
pointed, a commission  to  locate  and  establish  a Home  for  the  disabled  and 
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indigent  soldiers,  sailors  or  marines,  who,  as  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth, enlisted  and  participated  in  the  war  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  commission  so  appointed  is  hereby  empowered 
and  directed  to  establish  said  soldiers  and  sailors  Home,  anywhere  within 
the  limits  of  this  Commonwealth,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  shall 
be  decided  upon  by  said  commission  as  most  advantageous  to  the  Com- 
monwealth with  regard  to  economy  in  its  location  and  future  maintenance, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  be  heedful  of  the  proper  support  and  comfort  of 
those  who  are  to  be  maintained  there. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  members  of  said  commission  shall  perform  the 
duties  imposed  upon  them  by  the  provisions  of  this  act  without  any  com- 
pensation for  their  services,  but  their  actual  necessary  expenses,  incident 
to  the  location  and  establishment  of  said  home,  shall  be  borne  by  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Sec.  4.  That  said  commission  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered, 
should  it  be  deemed  expedient  to  do  so  by  said  commission,  to  convert 
the  property  now  belonging  to  the  Commonwealth,  situate  at  or  near  the 
city  of  Erie,  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  known  as  the  Marine  Hos- 
pital, into  such  soldiers  and  sailors  Home;  and  said  commission  is  hereby 
authorized  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  such  necessary  changes  in  the 
buildings  and  repairs  thereon,  and  construct  other  necessary  buildings, 
and  supply  such  furniture  as  may  be  deemed  proper,  to  render  the  same  in 
a comfortable  and  suitable  condition  to  be  used  and  occupied  as  such 
Home;  Provided,  That  the  total  expense  of  such  changes,  repairs,  construc- 
tion, and  furniture,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  That  if  said  commission  shall  deem  it  inexpedient  to  con- 
vert the  said  Marine  Hospital  into  such  Home,  authority  is  hereby  given 
said  commission  to  execute  a lease  for  suitable  buildings  at  any  place  in 
the  Commonwealth,  and  convert  the  same  into  such  Home,  and  to  ex- 
pend a sum  not  exceeding  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  fitting  up  such 
building,  and  supplying  the  same  with  furniture  in  a suitable  condition  to 
be  occupied  with  comfort  and  convenience.  And  said  commission  is  em- 
powered to  receive  on  the  part  of  the  Commonwealth  any  donation  of 
moneys,  furniture,  or  other  personal  property,  and  to  receive  and  hold 
any  real  estate  in  fee  simple,  or  for  a term  of  years  offered,  for  the  purpose 
of  the  establishing  of  such  Home,  or  for  the  future  maintenance  of  the  dis- 
abled and  indigent  soldiers,  sailors,  or  marines  of  Pennsylvania;  Provided, 
That  the  authority  hereby  given  to  rent  property,  shall  not  empower  the 
commission  to  pay  an  annual  rental  that  shall  exceed  six  per  centum  of  the 
cash  value  of  the  property  rented,  said  cash  value  to  be  determined  by 
three  appraisers,  one  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  commission,  and  another 
by  the  owners  of  the  property,  and  the  two  so  selected  shall  choose  a 
third. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  soldiers,  sailors  or  marines  who  shall  be  entitled  to  ad- 
mission in  this  Home  shall  be  those  only  who,  at  the  time  of  their  enlist- 
ment in  the  army  or  navy,  were  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  or  served  in  some 
Pennsylvania  organization,  were  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  who  are  in  indigent  circumstances,  and  from  any  disa- 
bilities (not  received  in  any  illegal  act)  are  unable  to  support  themselves 
by  manual  labor,  and  who  cannot  gain  admission  into  the  Homes  for  sol- 
diers and  sailors  provided  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  commission  hereby  appointed  shall  also  constitute  a 
Board  of  Trustees  for  the  management  of  said  Home,  when  established; 
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and  shall  have  the  power  to  adopt  rules  and  regulations  for  its  manage- 
ment and  government,  to  employ  the  necessary  officers  and  employes,  to 
fix  the  compensation,  and  to  formulate  rules  for  the  admission  of  disabled 
and  indigent  soldiers,  not  inconsistent  with  the  preceding  section.  The 
Governor,  State  Treasurer,  and  Auditor  General,  shall  hold  their  position 
on  the  Board  of  Trustees  during  their  term  of  office  as  Governor,  Treas- 
urer, and  Auditor  General,  and  shall  be  succeeded  on  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees by  their  successors  in  office  as  Governor,  Treasurer,  and  Auditor 
General,  respectively.  The  Senator  and  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  appointed  on  said  commission,  shall  hold  their  position 
as  Trustees  until  the  third  Wednesday  in  January-,  one  thousand  efght 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,  when  their  successors  shall  be  named  by  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  respective  branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  they 
shall  hold  their  position  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  their  successors 
shall  be  appointed  thereafter  in  the  same  manner,  and  hold  their  position 
for  the  same  term.  The  committee  of  honorably  discharged  soldiers  ap- 
pointed on  said  commission,  shall  hold  their  position  as  Trustees  until  the 
third  Wednesday  in  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven,  when  their  successors  shall  be  named  by  the  Department  Com- 
mander of  Pennsylvania,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  who  shall  hold 
their  position  for  and  during  the  term  of  two  years,  and  shall  be  succeeded 
by  successive  appointments  made  in  the  same  manner  and  for  the  same 
term.  In  case  of  a vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  by  death,  or  any 
other  cause,  the  appointing  power  provided  for  shall  have  power  to  fill 
the  vacancy  for  the  unexpired  portion  of  the  term  of  the  Trusteeship  be- 
coming vacant.  No  compensation  shall  be  allowed  any  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  save  their  actual  expenses,  which  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  money  appropriated  for  maintenance,  and  no  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  shall  be  interested  or  concerned  financially  in  the  establishment 
or  maintenance  of  said  Home,  The  commission  shall  make  a report  which 
shall  be  filed  in  the  Auditor  General’s  office  of  the  proceedings  incident 
to  the  location  of  said  Home,  and  the  Trustees  shall  make  each  year,  on 
or  before  the  third  Wednesday  in  January,  a detailed  report  to  the  Legis- 
lature, under  oath,  of  the  financial  transactions  of  the  preceding  year,  giv- 
ing the  amount  of  all  moneys  or  other  property  received  on  account  of 
such  home,  and  a detailed  account  of  disbursements. 

Sec.  8.  That  the  provisions  of  this  act  as  to  the  establishment  of  a 
soldiers  and  sailors  Home  shall  become  inoperative,  and  be  determined  in 
case  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall  establish  other  Homes  in 
this  State,  where  the  Pennsylvania  soldiers  and  sailors  embraced  within 
the  provisions  of  this  act  may  be  admitted. 

Sec.  9.  To  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  following  sums  of 
money  are  hereby  specifically  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  which  shall  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  said  Home,  who  shall  first  be  required  to  give 
a bond  in  a sum  to  be  named  by  the  commission  or  Trustees,  with  security 
for  its  proper  application. 

I.  For  the  establishing,  building,  furnishing,  and  fitting  up'of  said 
soldiers  Home,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars, or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary. 

II.  For  the  maintenance  of  said  Home  for  the  year  ending  June  first, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-six,  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary. 

III.  For  the  maintenance  of  said  Home  for  the  year  ending  on  the 
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first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  the  sum 
of  forty  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary. 

IV.  For  the  expenses  of  the  commission  in  the  location  of  said  home 
as  hereinbefore  provided  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary.  All  moneys  becoming  payable  under  this 
section  shall  be  paid  on  the  warrant  of  the  Auditor  General  drawn  on  the 
State  Treasurer,  upon  requisition  approved  by  the  commission  or  Trustees. 

Sec.  io.  Any  balance  remaining  unexpended  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighty-five,  shall  be  available  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-six,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  forty 
thousand  dollars  herein  appropriated  for  that  year. 

Sec.  II.  That  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved  June  3d,  1885. 

The  Commission  constituted  under  section  i , were,  on  the  part  of  the 
State  : 

His  Excellency,  Governor  Robert  E.  Pattison,  Honorable  William 
Livzey,  State  Treasurer;  Honorable  Jerome  B.  Niles,  Auditor  General; 
Honorable  William  F.  Aull,  Senate  ; and  Honorables  Thomas  J.  Stewart, 
and  Charles  R.  Gentner,  House  of  Representatives. 

General  James  A.  Beaver,  Bellefonte ; Colonel  Robert  B.  Beath, 
Philadelphia;  Honorable  Isaac  B.  Brown,  Corry ; John  M.  Vanderslice, 
Esq.,  and  General  Louis  Wagner,  Philadelphia,  were  appointed  by  Austin 
Curtin,  Department  Commander,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

The  commission  organized  on  July  14th,  1885,  by  electing  Governor 
Robert  E.  Pattison,  President,  Thomas  J.  Stewart,  Secretary,  and  Louis 
Wagner,  Treasurer. 

Under  section  2,  the  commission  had  authority  to  locate  the  Home  at 
any  point  within  the  State  deemed  most  advantageous  to  its  interests;  but 
they  were  not  authorized  to  purchase  or  acquire  property,  except  upon 
rental  on  terms  prescribed  in  section  5. 

Section  4,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  commission,  should  they  deem 
it  advisable  to  use  it  for  a Home,  property  of  the  State,  situate  at  Erie,  and 
known  as  the  Marine  Hospital. 

Proposals  were  invited  for  the  lease  of  property  suitable  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a Home,  but  none  was  offered  that  could  be  made  available  with 
the  sum  appropriated  for  repairs,  alterations,  and  furnishing — thirty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

While  the  commission  were  of  the  opinion  that  a central  location, 
would  be,  for  many  reasons,  more  desirable,  they  recognized  the  fact  that 
it  was  their  duty  to  avoid  unnecessary  expense,  and  that  a very  valuable 
property  of  the  Commonwealth  was  lying  idle,  in  fact,  going  to  decay, 
which  could  be  utilized  for  their  purpose  within  a short  time,  and  at  a 
comparatively  small  expense.  They  therefore  decided,  unanimously,  that 
the  interests  of  the  State  would  be  best  served  by  the  use  of  the  Marine 
Hospital  building. 
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Through  the  efforts  principally  of  the  Honorable  Morrow  B.  Lowry, 
Senator  from  Erie,  the  Commonwealth  had  authorized,  in  1867,  the  erec- 
tion of  this  building,  to  be  used  as  a Marine  Hospital,  appropriating  at 
different  times  sums  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  to  which  citizens  of  Erie  added  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  original  plan  provided  for  a main  building  of  three  stories  and 
basement,  with  L wings,  the  main  building  56  feet  by  153  feet,  the  wings, 
40  feet  6 inches  by  130  feet. 

The  main  building  had  been  practically  finished  in  the  interior.  Re- 
maining unoccupied,  it  fell  rapidly  into  decay.  On  the  recommendation 
of  Governor  Pattison,  in  1883,  a new  roof  was  placed  over  the  west  wing, 
and  a watchman  placed  in  charge. 

The  property  had  been  offered  to  the  United  States  for  a branch  of 
the  National  Homes  for  Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers,  an  act  authorizing 
the  transfer  for  this  purpose,  having  been  passed  by  the  Legislature, 
approved  June  5th,  1883,  but  the  tender  was  not  accepted. 

A short  sketch  of  the  history  of  the  grounds  upon  which  this  Home 
is  located  may  be  of  public  interest. 

The  garrison  grounds  proper,  as  originally  surveyed  in  1795,  pur- 
suant to  act  of  Assembly  passed  in  1794,  contained  about  sixty  acres. 

They  were  part  of  the  “ triangle,”  which  the  Commonwealth  acquired 
to  secure  a front  on  Lake  Erie.  The  States  of  Massachusetts,  Connecti- 
cut, and  New  York,  claimed  this  territory  by  virtue  of  colonial  grants. 

New  York,  by  deed  dated  March  ist,  1781,  Massachusetts  by  deed 

« 

dated  April  19th,  1785,  and  Connecticut  by  conveyance  made  later, 
released  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  all  their  rights.  Con- 
necticut, as  a part  consideration  of  its  release,  reserved  120  miles  lying 
west  of  the  Pennsylvania  boundary,  which  on  this  account  became,  and 
has  since  been  known  as,  “ The  Western  Reserve.” 

Pennsylvania  purchased  the  triangle,  from  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  by  contract,  which  was  ratified  by  Congress  on  the  4th  of 
September,  1788. 

On  the  1 8th  of  April  1789,  the  Governor  was  authorized  by  the  Leg- 
islature to  complete  the  purchase.  March  3d,  1792,  a patent  was  issued 
to  the  State,  signed  by  George  Washington  as  President,  and  Thomas 
Jefferson  as  Secretary  of  State.  The  price  paid  was  seventy-five  cents  per 
acre,  in  Continental  certificates,  amounting  to  $151,640.25,  there  being 
202,187  acres  in  the  triangle. 

Many  of  the  Indian  tribes  afterwards  made  claims,  but  compromises 
were  made  with  them  on  payment  of  several  thousand  dollars,  in  consid- 
eration of  which,  as  by  terms  of  their  release,  they  quit- claimed  all  their 
interest  in  the  triangle  “ from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the  date  of 
these  presents.” 

The  act  of  General  Assembly  of  1794  authorized  the  laying  out  of  a 
town  at  ” Presque  Isle  ” (on  the  triangle),  and  also  directed  that  sixty 
acres  should  be  first  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  Government, 
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for  the  building  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  and  dock  yards  “ for  defence 
of  the  harbor.”  In  1795,  General  William  Irvine  and  Andrew  Ellicott 
were  appointed  by  Governor  Mifflin  to  survey  the  property.  Their  first 
work  was  to  lay  out  the  garrison  grounds  in  size  and  shape,  as  directed 
by  the  United  States  authorities.  It  is  said  that  the  peculiar  shape  of  this 
survey  was  the  result  of  General  Anthony  Wayne’s  orders.  In  June, 
1795,  Captain  Russell  Bissell,  of  Wayne’s  army,  was  sent  to  the  garrison 
grounds  with  one  hundred  soldiers,  to  clear  the  ground,  erect  a permanent 
fort,  and  keep  the  Indians  quiet. 

In  1796,  General  Wayne,  who  had  been  engaged  in  Indian  fighting 
came  down  the  lake,  and  was  taken  sick  and  placed  in  the  fort,  where  he 
died  December  15th,  1796.  He  was  buried  at  the  foot  of  the  flag-staff,  a 
large  stone,  marked  “A.  W.,”  being  placed  at  his  grave.  General 
Wayne’s  body  remained  in  this  grave  until  1809,  when  his  son.  Colonel 
Isaac  Wayne,  of  Chester  county,  removed  it  to  that  county  for  final 
interment. 

In  1799,  Captain  Bissell  was  relieved  of  command  at  the  fort,  and 
Captain  Harmtack  succeeded  him,  remaining  in  command  until  1803.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Captain  Callendar  Irvine,  who  in  1805  was  ordered 
elsewhere,  and  all  the  soldiers  and  men  were  removed  or  discharged.  No 
command  was  afterwards  kept  for  suppressing  Indian  outbreaks. 

In  the  war  of  1812,  the  grounds  were  used  as  camping  grounds  for 
the  Pennsylvania  Militia,  and  it  is  estimated  that  in  1813  2500  soldiers 
were  encamped  there.  When  the  British  fleet  was  drawn  up  in  front  of 
the  harbor,  cannon  were  mounted,  and  used  against  the  enemy  from  these 
grounds. 

In  1813  or  1814,  a new  block  house  was  built,  the  one  erected  in 
1795  having  become  dilapidated  and  unserviceable.  This  block  house 
was  destroyed  by  an  incendiary  fire  in  1853.  In  1880  a new  block  house 
was  built  to  conform  in  size  and  shape  to  that  of  1814. 

Previous  to  this,  the  grave  of  General  Wayne  was  again  opened  by 
Dr.  Germer,  of  Erie,  who  found  a portion  of  the  coffin  lid  and  a knife, 
also,  the  handles  of  the  coffin  and  a few  bones.  These  are  preserved  in  the 
present  block  house. 

Immediately  adjoining  the  garrison  grounds,  on  the  west,  is  the  loca- 
tion of  the  “Old  Presque  Isle  Fort,”  constructed  by  the  French  in  1752, 
from  which  a corduroy  road  was  built  into  the  interior  of  the  county 
fourteen  miles,  where  the  French  built  “Fort  Le  Boeuf,’’  on  French 
Creek,  from  which  they  had  water  communication  through  to  their  noted 
‘‘Fort  Duquesne,’’  at  Pittsburgh.  The  officer  commanding  “Fort  Presque 
Isle,’’  Captain  Riparti,  met  Washington  at  “Fort  Le  Boeuf,”  in  December, 
1753.  After  the  French  and  Indian  War,  these  grounds  remained  exposed 
to  savage  warfare  until  near  the  beginning  of  the  nineteeth  century. 

During  the  “Pontiac  Conspiracy’’  in  1763,  a furious  battle  was  fought 
by  the  Indians  against  the  English  at  “Fort  Presque  Isle’’  which  resulted 
in  the  surrender,  and,  tradition  says,  the  massacre  of  the  soldiers  and 
settlers. 


7 


A little  to  the  west  of  the  garrison  grounds,  on  the  lake  shore 
were  built  the  vessels  that  composed  the  fleet  of  Commodore  Perry,  and 
from  there  the  fleet,  led  by  the  “Lawrence,”  bearing  the  banner  of  Perry, 
with  its  now  noted  motto,  “Don’t  give  up  the  Ship,’’  went  out  on  the 
lake  to  meet  the  British,  and  won  a decisive  victory  on  the  loth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1814. 

During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  when  the  North  became  alarmed 
by  the  conspiracy  to  release  confederate  prisoners,  and  to  attack  the 
northern  cities  from  Canada,  the  people  of  Erie  hastily  constructed  a 
fort,  north  easterly  from  the  old  block  house,  and  a battery  and  detach- 
ment of  infantry  were  sent  there  to  defend  the  harbor. 

In  1867,  the  General  Assembly  authorized  the  patent  of  these  grounds, 
with  forty-six  acres  of  other  State  property  adjoining  the  same,  to  the 
“Marine  Hospital.’’  In  1872  a reconveyance  was  made  to  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  grounds  attached  to  the  Home  are  irregular  in  shape,  and  con- 
tain one  hundred  and  two  acres,  more  than  one-half  being  low  ground 
mainly  accretions  from  the  lake,  being  at  times  overflowed.  A system  of 
ditching  and  drainage  has  been  begun,  which  will  add  greatly  to  the  value 
and  usefulness  of  this  portion  of  the  property. 

The  property  extended  only  144  feet  south  of  the  buildings,  and  it 
was  deemed  necessary  to  secure  about  four  acres  of  land,  to  obtain  a front 
on  Third  street,  and  to  prevent  the  close  erection  of  buildings  that  would 
prove  a detriment  to  the  Home. 

Citizens  of  Erie  had  offered,  through  a committee,  to  aid  the  com- 
mission, to  any  reasonable  extent,  in  locating  the  Home  in  that  city.  It 
was  therefore  deemed  right  and  proper  to  ask  them  to  purchase  the  strip 
referred  to.  They  subscribed  nearly  four  thousand  dollars,  bought  the 
land,  and  deeded  it  to  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Trustees  have  since  further  increased  the  value  of  the  property 
by  the  purchase  of  an  irregular  shaped  piece  of  land  upon  which  a num- 
ber of  shanties  had  been  erected,  and  upon  which  dwelling  houses  for  the 
Commander  and  Quartermaster  will  be  built.  ^ 

The  fact  that  the  building  did  not  afford  accommodations  for  the 
numbers  that  would  require  admission  was  not  overlooked,  but  the  press- 
ing needs  of  many  veterans  could  here  be  most  promptly  met,  and  we 
would  not  have  been  justified  in  postponing  action  to  await  appropriations 
for  the  purchase  of  land,  and  the  erection  of  large  and  expensive  build- 
ings elsewhere. 

The  building  contains  sixty-three  rooms,  those  on  the  lower  floor 
being  very  small,  designed  for  the  use  of  one  person;  but  by  a judicious 
use  of  the  rooms,  accommodations  are  provided  for  about  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  inmates.  The  original  plan  evidently  intended  the 
use  of  the  basement  for  kitchen  and  laundry  purposes,  but  the  commis- 
sion were  unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  a separate  boiler  house,  kitchen, 
and  laundry  should  be  built,  using  the  basement  for  other  purposes,  after 
improving  it  by  a cement  floor. 
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Mr.  J.  H.  Windrim,  of  Philadelphia,  was  engaged  as  architect,  and 
under  his  supervision  contracts  were  made  for  the  necessary  out-buildings, 
and  for  the  repairs  and  completion  of  the  main  building. 

A large  porch  facing  the  lake,  was  added  to  the  main  building, 
affording,  in  good  weather,  an  enjoyable  resting  place  for  the  inmates. 

The  city  authorities  extended  the  water  mains,  and  the  gas  company 
the  gas  pipes,  to  reach  the  property. 

When  additional  buildings  are  erected,  it  may  prove  more  economi- 
cal to  pump  water  direct  from  the  lake,  and  to  bore  for  natural  gas. 

As  required  by  law,  proper  fire  escapes  were  added  at  the  west  end 
of  the  building,  the  structures  being  so  arranged  that  they  are  of  service 
also  as  porches  and  balconies  for  each  floor. 

Section  6 of  the  bill  restricted  admission  to  such  soldiers,  sailors,  and 
marines  as  were,  at  the  time  of  their  enlistment,  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
or  had  served  in  some  Pennsylvania  organization,  and  were  honorably 
discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United  States,  who  are  in  indigent  cir- 
cumstances, and  from  disabilities  (not  received  in  any  illegal  act)  unable 
to  support  themselves  by  manual  labor. 

It  was  not  the  purpose  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  disabled  soldiers 
eligible  to  admission  to  the  National  Homes,  but  recognizing  the  fact  that 
thousands  of  applications  were  on  file,  and  that  needy  applicants  were 
compelled  to  wait  for  months  before  securing  admission,  on  account  of  the 
crowded  conditions  of  the  Homes,  the  following  proviso  was  added  to  this 
section,  “ and  who  cannot  gain  admission  to  the  Homes  for  soldiers  and 
sailors  provided  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.”  The  commis- 
sion, in  prescribing  rules  for  admission,  deemed  it  right,  and,  indeed,  abso- 
lutely necessary,  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  some  of  those  who,  though 
eligible  to  the  National  Homes,  could  not  obtain  admission,  and  were 
either  supported  by  the  public  in  alms-houses,  or  were  a heavy  burden  on 
their  friends,  receiving  in  neither  case  the  attention  required  by  their  con- 
dition or  the  comfort  due  to  those  who  had  suffered  in  defence  of  our 
country. 

As  soon  as  these  inmates  can  be  provided  for  in  the  National  Homes, 
they  will  be  transferred,  thus  making  room  for  others,  but  up  to  this  time 
their  admission  has  not  excluded  any  other  worthy  applicants. 

Knowing  that  in  several  of  the  more  populous  counties,  notably  in 
Philadelphia,  Allegheny,  and  Lancaster,  a larger  number  of  veterans  than 
could  be  provided  for  in  this  Home  were  being  cared  for  in  public  institu- 
tions, it  was  deemed  right  to  give  all  portions  of  the  State  an  equal  chance 
in  providing  for  their  most  pressing  cases,  and  as  the  accommodations 
were  limited  to  about  two  hundred  persons,  it  was  decided,  as  the  most 
equitable  plan,  that  each  representative  district  should  be  entitled  to  ad- 
missions equal  to  the  number  of  members  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

This  rule,  as  to  admissions,  remained  in  force  only  long  enough  to 
allow  applications  to  be  presented  from  all  the  districts,  when  such  appor- 


tionment  ceased,  and  admissions  were  made  upon  the  merits  of  each  case, 
without  regard  to  locality. 

The  rules  relative  to  admissions  were  given  to  the  public  through 
the  newspapers  and  the  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  These, 
in  addition  to  the  restriction,  at  first,  of  the  applicants  from  districts  as 
above  stated,  required  the  application  to  show  : 

I St.  That  the  applicant  was  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during 
the  Rebellion,  as  a citizen  of  Pennsylvania,  or,  being  a citizen  of  another 
State,  ser\'ed  in  a Pennsylvania  organization,  and  was  honorably  discharged 
therefrom. 

2d.  That  he  is  in  indigent  circumstances,  and  cannot  support  himself. 
That  he  is  free  from  any  disease  (the  result  of  his  own  misconduct),  or  that 
would  imperil  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  inmates. 

3d.  That  he  has  no  relatives  able  to  maintain  him,  legally  liable  for 
his  support. 

The  applicant  must  make  oath  to  the  truth  of  his  statement,  and  for- 
ward it,  with  his  discharge,  to  the  Secretary,  giving — 

ist.  His  name,  age,  occupation,  place  of  birth,  residence  now  and 
at  the  time  of  enlistment,  and  all  the  facts  required  for  a full  personal  or 
military  history. 

2d.  He  must  agree  to  conduct  himself  properly,  and  submit  to  the 
rules,  regulations,  and  discipline  of  the  Home ; and,  so  far  as  his  physical 
condition  will  permit,  perform  the  necessary  detail  work  required  for  the 
care,  cleanliness,  and  comfort  of  the  inmates. 

The  person  so  admitted  will  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  the 
Home,  and  be  furnished  with  clothing,  subsistence,  medical,  and  surgical 
attendance,  and  with  whatever  may  be  suitable  and  necessai*}^  to  promote 
his  health,  and  contribute  to  his  comfort,  in  accordance  with  the  rules  and 
regulations.  But  he  will  be  subject  to  be  dismissed  by  the  Trustees  for  the 
following  causes,  viz. : 

ist.  On  being  restored  to  the  ability  to  procure  his  own  support. 

2d.  For  neglect  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  his  agreement. 

3d.  For  gross  immorality  or  insubordination. 

It  is  strongly  enjoined  upon  all  interested  in  the  admission  of  any 
one,  or  in  the  filling  out  and  execution  of  the  application,  that  they  thor- 
oughly acquaint  themselves  with  the  condition  of  the  applicant,  and  be 
fully  satisfied  that  he  is  entitled  to  admission  to  this  Home.  As  above 
stated,  our  accommodations  are  limited,  and  no  enlargement  can  be  made 
until  the  Legislature  makes  additional  appropriations. 

This  Home  being  intended  to  provide  for  ex-soldiers,  sailors,  and 
marines  who  have  become  disabled  since  the  war,  no  one  eligible  to  the 
National  Homes  can  be  admitted  to  this  Home,  unless  it  be  shown  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Trustees  that  an  applicant  is  in  such  condition  as  to 
require  immediate  care,  and  that  he  cannot  be  received  in  the  National 
Homes  by  reason  of  their  crowded  condition. 

No  one  now  an  inmate  of  a National  Home  will  be  received;  nor  will 
any  one  who  has  been  an  inmate  of  another  soldiers  and  sailors  Home 
be  accepted,  unless  the  reasons  given  for  leaving  such  Home,  be  deemed 
sufficient  by  the  Trustees. 

The  Commander  of  the  Home  cannot  receive  or  act  upon  applications. 
Each  applicant  must  forward  his  papers  to  the  Secretary  for  the  action  of 
the  Trustees,  when,  upon  approval,  he  will  receive  an  order  for  admission 
and  for  transportation,  which  must  be  presented  at  the  Home  within  one 
month  after  the  date  thereof. 
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The  duties  of  the  Commission  ended  when  the  Home  was  dedicated 
and  turned  over  to  the  Trustees,  upon  whom  the  duties  of  management 
devolved,  the  members  of  the  commission  becoming  the  Trustees  of  the 
institution,  which  was  formally  opened  on  February  22,  1886.  Notwith- 
standing the  inclement  weather,  the  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army  in  the  city 
of  Erie,  paraded  with  full  ranks.  The  Erie  companies  belonging  to  the 
Sixteenth  Regiment,  N.  G.  P. , acted  as  escort  to  Governor  Pattison,  and 
a large  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  attended  the  services  of  dedication. 

Governor  Pattison  presided,  and  made  the  opening  address.  General 
J.  P.  S.  Gobin,  Commander  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  G.  A.  R.,  de- 
livered the  address  of  dedication,  and  addresses  were  made  by  Judge 
Galbraith,  Hon.  Henry  Souther,  Hon.  James  R.  Burns,  General  Louis 
Wagner,  Hon.  I.  B.  Brown,  Senator  Emory  A.  Walling,  and  J.  H.  Down- 
ing, Esq.,  with  appropriate  singing  by  Col.  Rev.  J.  A.  Danks,  of  Pittsburg. 

A portion  of  Governor  Pattison’ s address,  containing  statistics  rela- 
tive to  the  part  taken  by  Pennsylvania  in  the  war  for  the  suppression  of 
the  rebellion,  is  here  given  for  record  and  preservation : 

“It  should  be  a matter  of  pride  that  our  Commonwealth  was  second 
to  none  in  that  memorable  contest  of  1861-65.  The  heroic  sons  of  Penn- 
sylvania poured  forth  from  every  valley  and  hillside,  to  take  their  places  in 
the  great  legion  of  the  Union.  The  very  flower  of  the  Commonwealth 
went  to  the  ‘ front,’  with  musket  in  hand,  to  do  and  to  die  for  the  old 
flag.  Aged  men  seemed  rejuvenated  at  the  sight.  Women  freely  gave 
up  their  husbands,  sons,  and  brothers.  The  public  heart  throbbed  with 
an  intensity  never  excelled  in  any  ancient  struggle  of  the  people  to  pre- 
serve their  rights  and  liberties.  Not  only  to  the  armies  on  the  land,  but 
to  the  navy  on  the  seas,  these  men  carried  their  patriotism  and  prowess, 
and  let  it  be  held  in  everlasting  remembrance  that  they  stood  their  ground 
till  the  victory  was  won. 

“Under  the  leadership  01  such  heroic  Pennsylvanians  as  McClellan, 
Hancock,  Meade,  and  Reynolds,  and  others  whose  names  are  as  familiar 
as  household  words,  they  gained  the  highest  renown  for  personal  bravery 
and  soldierly  qualities.  The  record  of  our  State  in  that  fearful  struggle 
of  the  two  great  sections  of  the  country,  fills  one  of  the  brightest  pages  in 
the  history  of  the  world.  We  read  of  the  heroism  of  the  old  Roman 
soldier,  the  sacrifices  of  the  Greek  warrior,  the  skill  of  the  German,  the 
valor  of  the  Frenchman,  the  endurance  of  the  Russian,  the  pluck  of  the 
Englishman,  the  intrepidity  of  the  Irishman,  the  strategy  of  the  Spaniard, 
and  the  adroitness  of  the  Italian,  but  all  these  high  qualities  were  conspic- 
uous in  the  men  who  rallied  around  the  old  flag  from  Pennsylvania.  The 
gifted  Reynolds  fell  on  the  field,  and  thousands  fell  with  him.  The  cour- 
ageous Meade,  the  brave  Hancock,  the  skillful  McClellan,  were  permitted, 
in  the  providence  of  God,  to  pass  away  long  after  the  return  of  peace,  and 
with  them  thousands  of  their  fellow  patriots.  Few  of  the  old  military 
leaders  are  left.  Few,  also,  of  the  ‘Boys  in  Blue.’  Of  the  362,284  men 
furnished  by  the  State,  not  including  the  25,000  militia  in  service  in  1862, 
more  than  thirty-three  thousand  gave  their  lives  either  upon  the  field  of 
battle,  or  in  the  hospital.  While  these  ‘sleep  their  last  sleep,’  more  have 
penetrated  into  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  carrying  with  them  the  old  love 
of  country  which  inspired  their  hearts  in  the  struggle  in  which  they  bore 
so  conspicuous  a part.  Thus,  the  influence  of  liberty,  under  the  develop- 
ment it  received  on  our  American  soil  during  that  eventful  period,  has 
gone  out  like  an  angel  of  mercy  unto  all  the  earth,  to  bless  the  sons  of 
men. 
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“As  a matter  of  interest,  in  connection  with  the  object  of  our  meeting 
here  to-day,  permit  me  to  give  you  the  following  official  figures,  showing 
the  number  of  troops  furnished  by  Pennsylvania,  and  other  items  relating 
thereto. 

“Total  number  of  men  furnished,  362,284;  of  these  there  were  white 
troops,  315,017,  sailors  and  marines,  14,307. 

“The  statistical  exhibit  of  deaths,  as  shown  by  the  records  of  the 
Adjutant  General’s  office,  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  published  July  15,  1885, 
show  that  there  were  killed  in  action:  Officers,  608;  men,  8,743.  Died 
of  wounds  received  in  action:  Officers,  276;  men,  5,638.  Died  of  disease: 
Ofiicers,  188;  men,  15,713.  Accidental  deaths:  Officers,  9;  men,  345. 
Other  causes;  Officers,  ii;  men,  496.  Causes  not  officially  stated,  1,156. 

“No  reference  is  here  made  to  colored  troops,  but  they  are  included 
in  these  figures.  It  is  interesting  to  know  that  8,612  colored  men  went 
from  this  State  to  the  war.  You  will  perceive,  then,  that  there  has  been 
a great  mortality  among  the  Pennsylvania  troops,  from  various  causes. 
And  I am  glad  to  say,  in  connection  with  this  mournful  fact,  that  the  State 
is  able  to  designate  the  graves  of  nearly  all  these  men.  I am  able,  also, 
to  furnish  you  with  another  table  of  official  figures,  showing  the  number 
of  troops  furnished  by  the  State  from  year  to  year,  together  with  some 
other  items,  from  1861  to  1865. 

“1861 — Under  call  of  the  President,  of  April  15th,  for  three  months, 
20,979;  Pennsylvania.  Reserve  Volunteer  Corps,  sent  into  United  States 
service  under  call  of  the  President,  of  July  22d,  for  three  years,  15,856, 
organized  under  Act  of  Congress,  of  July  22,  1861,  for  three  years,  93, 759; 
total,  130,594. 

“1862 — Under  call  of  the  President,  of  July  7th,  for  three  years,  in- 
cluding 18  nine  months’  regiments,  40,383  ; organized  under  draft 
ordered  August  4th,  for  nine  months,  15,100;  independent  companies,  for 
three  years,  1,358;  recruits  forwarded  by  superintendents  of  recruiting 
service,  9,259;  enlistment  in  organizations  of  other  States,  and  in  the 
regular  army,  5,000;  total,  71,100. 

“1863 — Organized  under  special  authority  from  War  Department,  for 
three  years,  1,066;  under  call  of  the  President,  of  June,  for  six  months, 
4,484;  for  the  ‘emergency,’  7,062;  recruits  forwarded  by  superintendents 
of  recruiting  service,  4,458;  enlistment  in  regular  army,  934;  militia 
called  out  in  June,  lor  90  days,  25,042;  total,  43,046. 

“1864 — Re-enlistments  in  old  organizations,  for  three  years,  17,876; 
organized  under  special  authority  from  War  Department,  for  three  years, 
9,867;  under  call  July  27th,  for  one  year,  16,094;  under  call  July  6th,  for 
100  days,  7,675;  recruits  forwarded  by  superintendents  of  recruiting  ser- 
vice, 26,567;  drafted  men  and  substitutes,  10,651;  recruits  for  regular 
army,  2,974;  total,  91,704. 

“1865  (Up  to  April,  when  recruiting  for  volunteers  ceased) — Under 
call  of  the  President,  of  December  19th,  for  one  year,  9,645;  recruits  for- 
warded by  superintendent  of  recruiting  service,  9,123.  drafted  men  and 
substitutes,  6,675;  recruits  for  regular  army,  387;  total,  25,840. 

“Total  number  of  men  furnished,  362,284. 

“The  25,000  militia  in  service  in  September,  1862,  are  not  included  in 
the  above  statement.’  ’ 

The  financial  statement  of  the  Commission  is  as  follows  : 


I. — Receipts. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  commission  in  the  location  of  said 
Home  (section  9,  par.  4),  act  approved  June  3,  1885  . . 

Expenditures. 

As  per  detailed  statement  herewith, 

Balance  returned  to  State  Treasurer, 


|i,5oo  00 


$1,500  00 


11,482  37 
17  63 
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II. — Receipts. 

For  the  establishing,  building,  furnishing,  and  fitting  up  the 

Home  (section  9,  par.  i)  . $30,000  00 

Receipts  from  other  sources,  viz. : Pennsylvania  Railroad 

Company,  rebate  on  freight, $ 20  00 


Interests  on  deposits, 211  58  481  58 


$30,481  58 

Expenditures. 

As  per  detailed  statement  herewith, $30,481  58 


Classification  of  Expenditures  Under  Item  II. 

Alterations  of  buildings,  new  boiler-house,  kitchen,  and  laundry, 

under  contract  with  E.  Sherman, $21,975  60 

W.  J.  Butler,  plumbing  and  gas  fixtures,  urinals,  washstands,  etc.,  . . ’923  00 

Sundry  work  and  materials, 601  42 

J.  A.  Farnham,  new  windows  and  chimney  stack,  flag-staff,  labor  and 

materials, 1,209 

J.  A.  Farnham,  superintending  work  on  building,  481  51 

J.  H.  Windrim,  architect, 300  m 

Insurance  for  three  years, 450  00 

Furnishing,  chiefly  beds  and  bedding,  chairs,  carpets,  etc., 4,447  29 

Sundry  expenses 93  65 


$30,481  58 


Expenditures  in  Detail  for  Expenses  of  Commission  in  Locating  and 

Establishing  the  Home. 

1885.  Voucher 

July  30.  I Louis  Wagner,  Treas.,  expenses  at  Harrisburg,  $ 200 
Aug.  4.  “ “ “ “ session  at  Erie, 

Aug.  3d  and  4th,  168  77  $170  77 

2 I.  B.  Brown,  expenses,  per  voucher, 50  00 

3 R.  B.  Beath  “ “ “ 23  09 

Aug.  10.  4 Louis  Wagnei,  Treas.,  expenses  of  session  at  Gettys- 
burg,   43  50 

5 J.  B.  Niles,  expenses,  per  voucher,  . 31  87 

T A “ “ .... 


o J.  weaver,  • 35  3° 

7 I.  B.  Brown,  “ “ “ $ 98 

“ “ J.  A.  Farnham, 35  75  36  73 


Sept.  I.  8 “ sundry  expenses, 100  00 

12.  10  J.  H.  Windrim,  expenses  to  Erie  and  return, 24  30 

17.  II  S.  P.  Town,  printing, 27  00 

Oct.  6.  13  L.  Wagner,  Treas.,  expenses  Architect  Windrim  and 

L.  Wagner,  Erie  and  return, 45  40 

3.  15  I.  B.  Brown,  sundry  expenses,  ....  100  00 

Dec.  14.  21  L.  Wagner,  Treas.,  expenses  R.  B.  Beath  and  L.  Wag- 
ner, Erie  and  return, 67  42 

18.  22  Charles  R.  Centner,  expenses, 56  88 

28.  23  R.  B.  Beath,  expenses, 5 65 

1886. 

Ian.  23.  27  R.  B.  Beath  and  L M.  Vanderslice,  expenses  to  Erie  and 

return 6 30 

26.  28  L.  Wagner,  Treas.,  expenses,  session  at  Harrisburg,  . 24  28 

Feb.  3.  29  J.  H.  Windrim,  architect,  to  Erie  and  return, 12  00 

12.  34  R.  B.  Beath,  expenses  to  Erie  and  return, 12  00 

35  W.  W.  Tyson,  expenses  to  Philadelphia, 25  50 

15.  48  J.  B.  Niles,  expenses, 16  00 
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i886.  Voucher.  , , r 

Feb.  15.  49  Penna.  R.  R.  Co.,  expenses  Gov.  Pattison  and  J.  M. 

Vanderslice,  to  Erie  and  return I 19  47 

20.  51  L.  Wagner,  Treas.,  expenses,  session  at  Erie, 90  24 

53  S.  P.  Town,  blanks  and  printing,  118  00 

23.  54  Reed  House,  hotel  expenses  of  commission, 79  87 

24.  56  W.  Ed.  Marsh,  Esq.,  fees,  for  passing  title,  &c.,  ...  100  00 

58  I.  B.  Brown,  expenses,  16  37 

59  J.  M.  Vanderslice,  expenses, 5 9° 

60  R.  B.  Beath,  expense.s, 315 

Feb.  26.  61  James  A.  Bedver,  expenses,  4269 

62  J.  H.  Windrim,  expenses  to  Erie  and  return, 16  90 

Mar.  I.  64  Thomas  J.  Stewart,  expenses, 9 30 

22.  91  Charles  R.  Gentner,  “ 55  80 

92  L.  Wagner,  Treas.,  “ for  postage,  telegrams,  &c.,  1061 


|i,482  37 

Balance  returned  to  State  Treasurer, 17  63 


$1,500  00 


Expenses  in  Detail  on  Building  and  Furnishing  Account. 


1885.  Voucher. 

Sept.  9.  9 Press  Company,  advertising,  | 9 00 

Oct.  2.  II  The  Flyer  Company,  advertising, 10  50 

9.  14  Penna.  R.  R.  Co.,  mileage  book  for  Superintendent,  of 

building 37  00 

E.  Sherman,  contractor,  first  payment, 5,745  70 

J.  A.  Famham,  Supt.,  services, 102  53 

E.  Sherman,  contractor,  second  payment, 4,489  70 


Nov. 

Dec. 


16. 
3- 

15. 

9- 
15- 
1886. 
Jan.  6. 

7. 


16 

17 

18 

19 

20 


Erie  Water  Dept.,  water  pipe, 

E.  Sherman,  contractor,  third  payment, 

24  J.  A.  Farnham,  Supt., 

25  E.  Sherman,  contractor,  4th  payment, 

26  “ . “ 5th 

23.  27  J.  A.  Farnham,  mileage  book, 

Feb.  4.  30  “ superintendence,  .... 

31  W.  J.  Butler,  fire  pipe, 

32  S.  E.  Riblett  & Bro.,  digging  and  paving, 

33  E.  Sherman,  contractor,  6th  payment, 

15.  36  Erie  Dispatch,  advertising, 

37  Dispatch  Pub.  Co.,  “ 

38  Commercial  Gazette,  advertising,  . . . 

39  Press  Co.  Limited,  “ ... 

40  Philadelphia  Record,  “ ... 

41  Times,  “ ... 

42  Wagner  & Coleman,  rubber  stamp,  . . 

43  Burk  & McFetridge,  printing, 

44  Scott  & Arbuckle,  for  fire  insurance,  . . 

45  Downing  & Fleckinger, 

46  W.  Ed.  Marsh, 

47  Thomas  W.  Hemphill,  “ “ 

Feb.  19.  50  L.  J.  Van  Anden  & Co.“  “ . . . . . 

52  Wagner  & Coleman,  flags, 

24.  57  C.  A.  Curtze,  powder, 

27.  63  J.  H.  Windrim,  architect, 

Mar.  I.  65  Thomas  J.  Stewart,  Secretary,  expenses,  . . . 
4.  66  J.  A.  Farnham,  superintending  building,  . . . 
67  “ building  account, 

70  George  Spencer  & Co.,  office  desks  and  chairs, 

71  Warner  Bros.,  carpets  and  blankets, 

73  A.  R.  Justice  & Co.,  cutlery,  

74  Jno.  Bromley’s  Sons,  carpets, 

75  J.  H.  Wisler  & Sons,  chairs, 

76  J.  A.  Farnham,  building  account, 

6.  78  W.  J.  Butler,  urinals  and  washstands, 


< < 


83  81 

850  00 

64  10 
115  00 
3,723  85 
27  75 
72  15 

124  00 
43  00 
1,687  25 

3 00 
2 

5 

4 
2 


2 

2 


63 
25 

00 
80 
40 
00 
3 00 
75  00 
75  00 
75  00 
75  00 
75  00 
72  00 
5 00 
300  00 
51  07 
107  62 
242  95 
143  29 
177  46 
288  15 

374  58 
378  60 
8 66 
74  00 
479  00 


H 


8.  79  Elias  Sturgeon,  fire  insurance I37  50 

15.  82  Geo.  Spencer  & Co.,  desk  for  Secretary, 90  00 

84  E.  D.  Carter,  hardware, 230  02 

85  L.  B.  McClees  & Co.,  settees, 372  00 

22.  90  Elias  Sturgeon,  fire  insurance, 37  50 

93  Wm.  Thompson,  kitchen  ware, 99  17 

31.  95  E,  Sherman,  contractor,  building  account,  final  payment,  5,364  10 

96  Jno.  Pearce  & Sons,  suspenders,  etc., 27  97 

97  J.  A.  Farnham,  building  superintendent, 70  00 

98  Erie  Machine  Co.,  weights  for  doors, 3 21 

99  H.  King  & Son,  iron  work, 22  29 

100  Ackerman  & Hummel,  lumber, 24  08 

101  Jas.  McBrier  & Co.,  lumber, 24  16 

102  J.  A.  Farnham,  labor, : . . 82  00 

103  “ contract  work, 108  00 

104  J.  E.  Riblett  & Bro.,  plastering,  etc., 100  05 

105  F.  Bauschard  & Bro.,  mill  work, 266  79 

106  Robt.  C.  Geddes,  fire  hose, 88  00 

107  Geo.  D.  Reavly,  paints,  etc., 10  68 

108  Chicago  & Erie  Stove  Co.,  range  work,  • 29  03 

109  W.  J.  Butler,  gas  fixtures, 320  00 

May  28.  Ill  W.  J.  Bernstein  & Co.,  bedsteads  and  mattresses,  . . . 2,066  98 

June  24.  112  J.  A.  Farnham,  finishing  sundry  contracts, 693  50 

July  24.  1 13  DeWitt  Wire  Cloth  Co.,  wire  screens, . 26  39 


$30,481  58 


> ) ^ 
> 

i 

> y 3 


i 5 ) 

} } 
y ) i 


/ 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES, 
PENNSYLVANIA  SOLDIERS  AND  SAILORS  HOME. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania : 

Gentlemen:  We  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  the 
first  annual  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Pennsylvania  Soldiers  and 
Sailors  Home,  located  at  Erie. 

The  Commission,  having  established  and  substantially  finished  and 
furnished  the  building  to  be  occupied  for  the  Home,  transferred  the  same 
to  our  care  on  February  22,  1886,  the  Trustees  having  at  that  time  organ- 
ized, by  the  election  of  Governor  Robert  E.  Pattison  as  President,  Thomas 
J.  Stewart  as  Secretary,  and  Louis  Wagner  as  Treasurer. 

The  Home  was  opened  -on  the  date  named,  and  has  continued  in 
satisfactory  operation  to  the  present  date,  the  close  of  the  first  fiscal  year. 
Major  W.  W.  Tyson,  of  Pittsburgh,  was  appointed  Commander;  W.  W. 
Tunnicliffe,  of  Corry,  Quartermaster;  and  W.  W.  Thomas,  of  Erie, 
Engineer.  The  other  and  subordinate  positions  were  filled  either  by  the 
inmates  of  the  Home  or  by  help  employed. 

The  period  during  which  we  have  had  charge  of  the  Home,  as 
Trustees,  has  been  so  brief,  that  only  an  incomplete  report  of  its  operations 
can  be  presented  at  this  time,  but  everything  connected  with  the  institu- 
tion has  progressed  in  a creditable  manner;  the  officers  are  attentive  to 
their  duties,  and  the  inmates,  generally,  happy  and  contented. 

Much  work  necessarily  remained  to  be  done  to  make  the  buildings 
comfortable,  and  both  buildings  and  grounds  creditable  to  the  State. 
The  work  on  the  buildings  was  pushed  to  completion  as  rapidly  as  cir- 
cumstances permitted,  and  a large  amount  of  work  in  the  way  of  improv- 
ing the  grounds,  in  grading  and  draining,  has  been  done,  and  will  be  con- 
tinued until  their  rough  and  abandoned  appearance  shall  have  given  way 
to  a condition  that  will  result  in  a profit  from  the  garden  and  farm,  be 
pleasant  to  the  eye  in  the  way  of  flowers,  shrubbery  and  trees,  add 
materially  to  the  value  of  the  property  under  our  care,  and  prove  satis- 
factory to  all  interested  in  the  success  of  this  Home. 

Much  care  had  to  be  exercised  in  the  admission  of  those  entitled  to 
the  State’s  bounty,  and  we  have  reason  to  feel  that  most  of  those  received 
as  inmates  have  been  greatly  benefitted,  in  all  possible  respects,  by  their 
residence  at  the  Home.  Many  of  these  were  physically  in  bad  health 
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when  received,  and  Geo.  A. Garries,  M.D., Surgeon  in  charge,  has  been  atten- 
tive and  successful  in  the  treatment  of  the  many  cases  coming  under  his 
care. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  needs  of  those  having  a claim  upon  this  Home 
warrants  the  conclusion  that  the  present  accommodations  will  soon  be  in- 
adequate to  the  demands  for  admission. 

As  required  by  law,  we  have  presented  to  the  Board  of  Public  Chari- 
ties an  estimate  of  the  appropriations  required  for  the  years  ending  May 
31,  1888,  and  May  31,  1889,  as  follows: 


1.  Buildings  to  complete  the  original  plan  of  the  main  building,  with 

other  improvements,  per  plans  submitted, $200,000 

2.  Furnishing  the  new  buildings,  providing  for  300  additional  inmates  . 50,000 

3.  Maintenance  for  the  year  ending  May  31,  1888,  for,  say,  250  men,  . . 50,000 

4.  For  the  year  ending  May  31,  1889,  for,  say,  500  men, 100,000 


$425,000 

The  improvements  provide  principally  for  the  erection  of  wings  and 
extensions  to  the  main  building,  an  hospital  located  apart  from  the  main 
building,  a large  dining  hall,  boiler  house,  laundry,  etc. 

A number  of  those  now  at  Erie  have  been  inmates  of  Almshouses, 
and  they  thoroughly  appreciate  the  benefits  conferred  upon  them  by  their 
transfer  to  this  Home,  where,  in  comfortably  heated  rooms,  with  the  best 
of  beds,  bedding  and  clothing,  and  good  substantial  food,  they  can  pass 
their  days  in  peace  and  comfort. 

The  aggregate  number  of  applications  for  admission  received  and 
acted  upon  to  this  date,  when  this  report  is  made  up,  (January  i,  1887)  is 
in  excess  of  the  accommodations.  It  has  been  necessary  to  dishonorably 
discharge  some  inmates  for  misconduct,  others,  from  the  nature  of  their 
afflictions  were  not  deemed  proper  subjects  for  retention  in  the  Home, 
and  have  been  transferred  to  the  proper  institutions  for  treatment,  while 
others,  dissatisfied  with  the  necessary  restraints  of  the  institution,  have 
asked  for  discharge.  Another  class  have  been  benefitted  by  the  care  and 
treatment  given  them  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  enable  them  to  care  for 
themselves. 

The  following  information  relative  to  Soldiers  Homes  in  other  States 
is  presented  : 

The  first  State  Home  of  this  character  was  established  at  Newark,  N. 
J.,  by  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  23,^1865.  It  was  opened  in  June, 
1866,  and  the  number  of  inmates  has  averaged  over  300  for  each  year,  the 
highest  number  being  409,  in  1879. 

In  New  York,  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Home  at  Bath  was  built,  and 
for  a time  maintained  by  subscriptions  secured  by  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  in  that  State,  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  having  been 
contributed  by  citizens  for  the  buildings ; and  the  grounds,  costing 
$20,000,  were  purchased  and  presented  by  citizens  of  Bath.  In  1879,  the 
State  of  New  York  assumed  full  control  and  responsibility  for  its  further 
maintenance. 


17 


The  numbers  cared  for  each  year  have  been,  1879,343;  1880,513; 
1881,  587;  1882,  644;  1883,  667;  1884,  695;  1885,  ; 1886, . 

Massachusetts  has  no  State  Soldiers  Home,  but  the  Legislature  ap- 
propriates $20,000  annually  to  a Soldiers  Home  at  Chelsea,  which  was 
established,  and  is  supported,  by  contributions  from  the  people  of  the 
State,  in  response  to  requests  for  such  aid  from  the  Department  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  About  one  hundred  men  are 
thus  maintained.  A much  greater  number  would  have  to  be  provided 
for,  but  for  the  beneficent  system  of  State  Aid  begun  in  1861,  and  kept  up 
since,  by  annual  appropriations;  $18,612,324  having  been  disbursed  to 
indigent  Soldiers  and  their  families,  to  the  close  of  the  year  1886. 

Illinois,  Ohio,  Michigan,  and  California,  have  each  built  and  now 
maintain  Soldiers  Homes. 


We  present  a statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  by  the 
Trustees,  for  the  term  ending  May  31,  1886,  and  a synopsis  of  receipts 
and  disbursements  from  June  ist  to  December  ist,  1886,  with  the  reports 
of  Major  W.  W.  Tyson,  Commander  of  the  Home  : 

FINANCIAL. 

I.  Receipts  and  Expenditures  by  the  Trustees,  for  the  term  ending* 

May  31,  1886. 


From  the  State  Treasurer, 


RECEIPTS. 


EXPENDITURES. 


^30,000  00 


(Per  Form  required  by  Board  of  Public  Charities.) 

For  salaries  of  officers  of  the  Home,  wages  and  labor,  . . . $1,936  42 


“ provisions  and  supplies, 1,051  50 

“ clothing, 5,35s  19 

“ fuel  and  lights, 520  52 

“ furniture,  beds,  and  bedding,  1,545  66 

“ ordinary  repairs, 452  51 

“ buildings  and  improvements,  i»394  45 

“ all  other  purposes, 1,164  7o 


Total  expended  (items  in  detail  following) 13,423  95 

May  31,  1886.  Balance  on  hand, 16,576  o^ 


II.  Items  of  Expenditures,  February  25,  1886  to  end  of  the  fiscal  year 

May  31,  1886. 

1886.  Voucher  No. 

Feb.  25. 


Mar. 


4. 

22 

26. 


1 W.  W.  Tyson,  Commander,  salary  P'ebruary,  . . . 

2 W.  W.  Tunnicliffe,  Quartermaster,  salary  February, 

3 Wm.  W.  Thomas,  Engineer,  salary  February,  . . . 

4 W.  W.  Tyson,  miscellaneous  bills, 

5 Lehman  & Bolton,  check  book, 

6 Penna.  Railroad  Co.,  transportation  of  inmates,  . . 

7 W.  W.  Tyson,  employees  pay-roll $^29 

J.  B.  Lippincott,  printing, 20 

Altemus  & Co.,  stationery, 16 

J.  F.  Walther,  towels,  etc 21 


75 

25 

90 

00 


$125  00 
100  00 
75  00 
100  00 

5 75 
91  06 


i8 


1886.  Voucher  No. 

Mar,  26.  7 Hood,  Bonbright  & Co.,  shirts  and  drawers. 

Wood,  Brown  & Co.,  towelling, 

Little  Brothers,  sundry  hauling, 

John  Wanamaker,  sheets,  etc., 

“ “ sample  cot,  etc.,  . . . . 

Albert  Schaefer,  socks, 

John  Wanamaker,  sheets,  etc.,  

Hood,  Bonbright  & Co.,  shirts  and  drawers, 
Pitkin  & Thomas,  clothing, 


$225  29 
4 50 
23  27 

193  50 
18  73 
40  00 
III  50 
146  32 

4,199  06  15,150  07 


April  6. 


14. 


16, 

19- 


22. 


26. 


May  I. 


3- 


8 Penna.  Railroad  Co.,  switching  cars, 

9 W.  A.  Church,  Treasurer,  transportation  inmates,  . . 

10  W.  W.  Tyson,  Commander,  salary  March, 

11  W.  W.  Tunnicliffe,  Quartermaster,  salary  March,  . . 

12  W.  W.  Thomas,  Engineer,  salary  March, 

13  W.  W.  Tunnicliffe,  employees  pay-roll, . . 

^4  

15  Warner  Brothers,  dry  goods, 

16  Erie  Telephone  Co.,  telephone  rent, 

17  Joseph  Snyder,  barber, 

18  Mehl  & Liebel,  hardware, 

19  J.  S.  Dickinson,  glass, 

20  L.  Sterrett,  bread, 

21  John  Metzner,  meat, 

22  Herald  Print  Co.,  stationery, 

23  Swalley  & Warfel,  soap, 

24  Baker  & Astheimer,  overalls, 

25  Patterson  & Hayes,  kitchen  utensils, 

26  M.  J.  Olds,  milk, 

27  Lewis  Bush,  meat, 

28  F.  Schumacher,  oatmeal 

29  W.  F.  Weibler,  meat, 

30  Johnston  & Brevillier,  groceries, 

31  H.  V.  Claus,  groceries, 

32  J.  S.  Town,  “ 

33  E.  W.  Reed,  coal, 

34  W.  W.  Tunnicliffe,  pay-roll  employees, 

35  G.  Bauman,  upholstery  work, 

36  L.  B.  McClees  & Co.,  dining-room  trays, 

37  J.  Grindlinger,  barber  chair, 

38  E.  Clinton  & Co.,  brushes, 

39  J.  B.  Lippincott  Co.,  printing, 

40  L.  B.  McClees  & Co.,  invalid  chairs  and  commodes, 

41  I.  H,  Wisler  & Son,  chairs, 

42  Cross  & Case,  one  horse, 

43  J.  E.  Davidson,  Treasurer,  transportation, 

44  Dispatch  Printing  Co.,  printing,  

45  Penna.  Railroad  Co.,  transportation,  ........ 

46  T.  R.  Robinson,  Treasurer,  transportation, 

47  Empire  Line,  car  switching, 

48  W.  W.  Tyson,  Commander,  salary  for  April, 

49  W.  W.  Tunnicliffe,  Quartermaster,  salary  for  April,  . . 

50  W.  W.  Thomas,  Engineer,  salary  for  April, 

51  L.  Wagner,  Treasurer,  expenses,  session  at  Erie, 

April  29-30 

52  National  Coal  Co.,  Coal, 

53  W.  J.  Butler,  plumbing, 

54  Herald  Publishing  Co.  advertising, 

55  Harper  Brothers,  farm  cart, 

56  Not  used. 

57  Allegheny  Fert.  Works,  fertilizer, 

58  D.  Landreth’s  Sons,  seeds, 

59  A.  H.  Caughey  & Son,  stationery, 

60  W.  W.  Lawrance  & Co.,  paints, 

61  Ribett  Brothers,  furniture,  

62  “ “ 

63  Pitkin  & Thomas,  blankets, 

64  Joseph  Snyder,  barber, 


9 00 
3 71 
125  00 
100  00 
75  00 
68  07 
27  50 
20  II 
5 00 
5 30 

23  58 
65 

I 20 
I 26 

3 26 

7 55 

8 25 

14  53 

15  56 

9 28 
15  02 
31  84 
70  16 
78  95 

139  34 
388  58 
39  00 
66  17 

13  50 

29  50 

18  96 
5 00 

85  50 

30  90 
125  00 

12  50 
12  00 
105  06 

4 65 
3 00 

125  00 
100  00 
75  00 

91  04 
lioi  84 

57  72 
22  26 
48  00 

18  00 

9 59 
7 80 
22  30 
645  00 
247  05 
280  02 
10  60 
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i886.  Voucher  No. 

May  65  W.  W.  Tyson,  sundries, I 25  54 

66  J.  W.  Burns,  carpenter, 52  00 

67  Wm.  W.  Tunnicliffe,  pay-roll, 150  50 

68  J.  S.  Town,  groceries, 179  01 

69  “ supplies, 25  57 

70  L.  Streuber,  fish, 9 87 

71  M.  J.  Olds,  milk, 26  88 

72  H.  Mayo,  harness, 27  75 

73  J.  Metzner,  meat, 39  ^7 

74  L.  Bush,  meat, 9 16 

75  G.  P.  Boeder,  meat, 8 52 

76  H.  A.  Walther,  dry  goods, i 88 

77  E.  W.  Reed,  coal,  . 14  74 

78  Lorenz  & Myer,  manure, 9 75 

79  Johnston  & Brevellier,  tobacco,  19  89 

80  O’Brien  & Carroll,  horse  feed,  . . . 2 90 

81  R.  J.  Saltsman,  wood, 3 20 

82  M.  H.  Dunn,  manure, 2 00 

83  Hannon  & Craine,  crockery, 61  34 

22,  84  B.  J.  Cooke’s  Sons,  clocks, 54  54 

85  ■'  “ express, • i 10 

86  J.  A.  Eichenlaub,  slippers,  7 15 

87  A.  Winters,  games, 18  33 

88  Pitkin  & Thomas,  clothing, 60  89 

89  Penna.  Co  , transportation, ii  00 

90  Penna.  Railroad  Co.,  transportation, 77  34 

91  Allegheny  Valley  Railroad  Co.,  transportation,  ....  3 80 

92  C.  A.  Bickel,  crutches, 20  70 

93  Penna.  Railroad  Co.,  transportation, ii  90 

27.  94  J.  Taylor,  insurance,  75  00 

95  I.  B.  Brown,  expenses, 22  60 

96  Allegheny  Valley  Railroad  Co.,  transportation,  . ...  i 55 

28.  97  S.  P.  Town,  books,  blanks,  etc., 239  00 

31.  98  W.  W.  Tyson,  Commander,  salary, 125  00 

99  W.  W.  Tunnicliffe,  Quartermaster,  salary, 100  00 

100  Wm.  W.  Thomas,  Engineer,  salary, 75  00 

101  A.  Irvine,  Cashier,  telephone, . 10  00 

102  F.  A.  Jacobs,  transportation, 6 00 

103  G.  W.  Sherwin,  surveying, 10  00 

104  R.  J.  Saltsman,  wood, 10  80 

105  G.  Bauman,  laying  carpets, 9 75 

106  A.  H.  Caughey  & Son,  blank  books, 2 74 

107  H.  Mayo,  Harness, 21  50 

108  M.  H.  Dunn,  labor  on  farm, 64  15 

109  F.  Murphy,  barber, ii  60 

no  F.  Bauschard  & Brothers,  mill  work, 121  53 

111  J.  McBrier  & Co.,  lumber, 24  90 

1 12  George  Schlendecker,  pipe, ii  53 

1 13  G.  Demande,  laying  drain, 7 00 

114  Wm.  Mulke,  lumber, 6 02 

1 15  Warner  Brothers,  carpets,  etc., 98  65 

116  Mehl  & Liebel,  hardware, 87  08 

1 17  J.  Warfel,  steel  scraper, 7 00 

1 18  W.  J.  Butler,  plumbing, 1246  00 

1 19  Riblett  Brothers,  rolling  chairs, 16  00 

120  “ “ coffin,  etc., 35  00 

121  W.  J.  Butler,  gas  fixtures, 90  73 

122  Joseph  Snyder,  barber, ' 2 60 

123  Paradine  & McCarty,  coal, i 36 

124  C.  W.  Parsons,  plow, 8 35 

125  R.  W.  Baird  & Co.,  straw  hats, i 30 

126  Hannon  & Craine,  crockery, 5 83 

127  J.  B.  Crouch  & Co,  feed, 2 34 

128  W.  E.  Hayes  & Co.,  hardware, 22  19 

129  W.  W.  Tyson,  postage,  etc., 24  34 

130  L.  B.  McClees  & Co.,  invalid  chairs, 57  00 

13 1 Herald  Publishing  Co.,  stationery, 8 75 

132  Johnston  & Breviller,  tobacco, 12  74 
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i886.  Voucher  No. 

May  31.  133  M.  J.  Olds,  milk, ^ 30  48 

134  John  George,  Fish,  10  20 

135  John  Metzner,  meat, 62  84 

136  Cole  & Co.,  produce, 12  94 

137  J.  S.  Town,  groceries, 234  07 

138  W.  W.  Tyson  employees  roll, 139  50 

139  L.  Wagner,  Treasurer,  postage,  etc., 6 20 

140  J.  B.  Lippincott  Co.,  printing, 2 10 


Total  expenditures, 113,423  95 


Receipts  and  expenses  from  June  ist  to  December  ist,  1886  (six  months), 
a detailed  report  of  which  will  be  filed  with  the  Auditor  General,  at  the 
close  of  the  present  fiscal  year. 


RECEIPTS. 


June  I,  1886.  Balance  on  hand, ,.,.$16,^76  05 

“ 10,1886.  Received  from  State  Treasurer,  ist  quarter, 10,00000 

Oct.  I,  1886.  “ “ “ 2d  “ 10,000  00 

June  8,  1886.  Interests  on  deposits, 165  07 

Miscellaneous, 67  76 


136,808  88 

EXPENDITURES. 

(As  per  form  required  by  Board  of  Public  Charities.) 


For  salaries  of  officers  at  Home,  wages  and  labor,  I3020  06 

“ provisions  and  supplies, 4655  24 

“ clothing, 1299  84 

fuel  and  light,  755  13 

“ furniture,  bed,  and  bedding, 895  31 

“ ordinary  repairs,  699  83 

“ buildings  and  improvements, i3>738  72 

“ all  other  purposes, 2405  04127,-469  17 


December  ist,  1886,  balance  on  hand, 19339  7i 


State  of  Pennsylvania,  \ 
County  of  Philadelhia.  j 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  a Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  Common- 
weath  of  Pennsylvania,  resident  in  Philadelphia,  Louis  Wagner,  who  being  duly 
sworn,  according  to  law,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  was  Treasurer  of  the  Com- 
mission appointed  to  establish  a Home  for  Disabled  and  Indigent  Soldiers  and 
Sailors  of  Pennsylvania,  that  he  is  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  that  the 
above  and  foregoing  statement  is  a true  and'  correct  account  of  all  the  financial 
transactions  of  the  said  Commission  from  the  date  of  their  appointment  until  their 
dissolution  by  the  completion  of  the  work  for  which  they  were  appointed,  and  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  year  ending  May  31st,  1886  ; that  it  includes  all  the 
moneys  coming  into  his  hands  on  account  of  the  said  Commission  and  of  the 
said  Board  of  Trustees,  and  of  all  payments  made  by  him. 


Sworn  and  Subscribed  to  before  me  this  \ 
13th  day  of  January,  1887.  J 


LOUIS  WAGNER. 


[seal] 


John  Taylor, 

Notary  Public. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMANDER  TO  MAY  3I,  1886. 


Pennsylvania  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Home,  ) 

Erie,  June  i,  1886.  | 

Hon.  Thos.  J.  Stewart,  Secretary: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operation 
of  the  Home,  from  February  22  to  May  31,  1886. 

There  were  present  on  the  opening  day,  8 inmates. 


Total  number  received  to  date, 104 

Died, I 

Honorably  discharged, 3 

Discharged  for  cause, 7 

II 


On  the  Rolls  at  date. 


Eleven  of  the  men  who  have  been  received  are  paralytics,  six  use 
invalid  chairs;  three  are  totally  blind,  and  two  have  lost  both  legs 
below  the  knee. 

The  Association  of  Ministers,  of  the  city  of  Erie,  having  arranged  to 
have  one  of  their  number  conduct  religious  services  at  the  Home  each 
Sabbath,  the  first  service  was  held  in  the  Chapel  on  Sunday,  March  7,  by 
Rev.  J.  H.  Edwards,  of  the  Chestnut  Street  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
men  have  shown  a willingness  and  a desire  to  attend.  All  are  invited,  but 
none  are  compelled,  to  be  present. 

Arbor  Day  was  observed  at  the  Home,  April  15th.  The  Mayor  and 
a number  of  citizens  of  Erie  were  present,  and  assisted  in  planting  some 
thirty  (30)  trees. 

On  Memorial  Day  a salute  was  fired  on  the  grounds,  and  services 
appropriate  to  the  day  were  held  in  the  chapel.  Rev.  J.  H.  Wilson,  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church  (himself  a veteran  soldier),  delivered  an 
eloquent  address. 

The  following  entertainments  have  been  given ; 

May  14.  Military  drama,  by  Camp  No.  40,  Sons  of  Veterans. 

“ 25.  Lecture  and  recitations,  by  Col.  Ashworth,  of  Pittsburgh. 

“ 28.  Musical  entertainment,  by  the  Young  People’s  Association, 

Lutheran  Church. 

Under  the  instructions  of  the  Trustees,  the  men,  as  far  as  their 
physical  abilities  would  permit,  have  been  required  to  work  in  and  around 
the  Home,  details  being  made  for  the  various  duties. 

The  outside  work  was  necessarily  very  limited,  but  the  men  have 
been  willing  to  do  the  work  assigned  them,  and  care  has  been  taken  that 
none  should  be  unduly  taxed.  It  is  known  to  the  Trustees  that  this  matter 
of  work  is  a problem  that  will  require  time  and  patience  to  solve.  As  a 
rule,  most  of  the  men  recognize  that  it  is  their  duty  to  assist,  as  far  as 
possible,  in  making  this,  in  every  respect,  a comfortable  home  for  them- 
selves and  associates,  but  there  are  others,  1 am  pained  to  say,  more  able 
than  many  who  have  not  shirked  a duty,  who  act  as  if  they  felt  and  be- 
lieved that  they  should  receive  everything,  and  give  nothing  in  return, 
and  who  find  fault,  seemingly,  with  the  desire  thereby  to  free  themselves 
of  a sense  of  obligation.  The  well-disposed  men,  however,  largely  pre- 
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dominate,  and  the  others  are  either  outgrowing  their  selfishness,  and  show 
a better  appreciation  of  the  comforts  bestowed  upon  them,  or  are  relieving 
all  of  us  by  obtaining  discharges. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  TYSON, 

Commander. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMANDER. 
From  June  i to  November  ja,  1886, 


Hon.  Thos.  J.  Stewart,  Secretary: 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Home  from  June  i to  November  30,  1886. 

The  general  health  has  been  good.  Dr.  Garries,  our  physician,  has 
at  no  time  been  required  to  prescribe  for  other  than  chronic  cases.  Many 
of  the  men  have  very  much  improved  in  health,  and  we  have  not  at  any 
time  had  more  than  three  per  cent,  of  the  inmates  in  hospital. 

The  improvements  made  since  the  first  of  June  are  as  follows  : 

In  the  building — Fire  escape,  three  stories  on  the  west  end  of  the 
building,  which  forms  porches  the  full  width  of  the  wing  for  each  floor. 
A lavatory,  water  closets,  and  two  additional  bath-rooms  in  basement. 
Fitting  up  barber  shop,  shoe  shop,  machine  and  carpenter  shop,  store- 
room, and  other  rooms  in  basement.  Making  screens  for  all  windows  in 
the  basement,  and  first  and  second  stories.  Building  four  storm  sheds  and 
doors,  and  storm  windows  to  chapel.  Painting  floors,  corridors,  and 
rooms.  Building  extension  to  kitchen  porch,  with  roof  and  sides  to  cover 
large  refrigerator.  Building  dry-room,  with  racks,  in  laundry.  Paving 
area  and  building  panel  fence  and  gate  between  kitchen  and  dining  room. 

The  additional  buildings  now  completed  are  a brick  barn,  with  out- 
houses; an  ice  house,  and  a boat  house.  A water  main  has  been  laid  to  the 
barn.  The  whole  of  the  grounds  have  been  fenced,  and  a board-walk  laid 
from  Ash  street  to  the  entrance  of  the  building.  Six  gas  lamps  have  been 
placed  in  postition. 

The  grounds  in  front  of  the  building  have  been  graded  and  sodded, 
and  laid  out  with  drives,  walks,  with  a fine  lawn  plot,  and  with  cement  walk 
across  the  circle.  A pavilion,  the  gift  of  the  city  of  Erie,  has  been  placed 
in  position. 

The  principal  outside  work,  in  addition  to  the  above,  has  been  the 
grading  of  Garrison  Run  valley,  and  terracing  the  east  bank  of  Garrison 
Hill,  for  cemetery  purposes;  building  heavy  retaining  walls  at  mouth  of 
culvert  of  Garrison  run,  north  side  of  the  railroad,  and  at  bend  in  run; 
also  changing  and  straightening  the  channel  of  the  run,  to  empty  into  the 
lake,  instead  of  spreading  over  the  bottom  lands  north  of  Garrison  Hill; 
thereby  saving  considerable  land,  and  making  available  the  low  ground  in 
the  valley  and  on  the  flat.  Roads  have  been  made  to  the  beach,  on  the 
east  and  west  sides,  and  a bridge  constructed  across  the  run  on  the  road 
to  the  cemetery,  Much  other  work  has  been  done  that  cannot  well  be 
noted. 

The  garden  gave  a fair  return  for  the  labor  expended  on  it.  In 
October,  Mr.  Thomas  Meehan,  of  Philadelphia,  under  contract,  planted 
306  trees,  450  arborvitaes,  600  shrubs,  with  other  plants  and  vines,  making 
a total  of  1,500  trees  and  plants. 
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Only  five  men  have  been  regularly  detailed  on  fatigue,  or  outside, 
work,  and  they  were  of  great  assistance  to  us.  For  inside  work,  the  de- 
tails for  dining  room,  kitchen,  and  laundry,  do  not  exceed  five  hours  per 
day,  while  those  detailed  for  cleaning  house,  etc.,  work  about  one-half  of 
that  time. 

We  have  endeavored  to  study  the  disposition  and  physical  condition 
of  every  man,  and  have  been  careful  not  to  insist  upon  work  by  those  not 
able  to  perform  it. 

While  the  conduct  of  the  large  majority  of  the  men  has  been  satis- 
factory, they  conforming  in  letter  and  spirit  to  the  rules,  and  showing, 
also,  sympathy  and  regard  for  their  less  fortunate  associates,  there  has 
been,  and  is  now,  a spirit  of  discontent  on  the  part  of  a few  that  is  inimical 
to  the  quiet  and  comfort  of  the  Home.  This  feeling,  I am  led  to  believe, 
comes  mainly  from  those  whose  appetite  for  drink  controls  all  their 
thoughts  and  actions,  and  to  whom  the  least  restraint  is  burdensome. 

In  the  management  of  the  Home  I have  endeavored  to  govern  kindly 
and  impartially.  The  men  are  given  passes  to  the  city  once  each  week, 
and  oftener,  if  they  have  business  there,  and  they  are  permitted  to  go  out 
to  the  church  of  their  choice  on  Sunday. 

In  conclusion,  I would  say,  that  when  a little  less  than  a year  ago,  I 
assumed  the  duties  of  this  position,  it  was  with  the  purpose  to  devote 
whatever  of  energies  and  thought  I possessed  to  their  faithful  discharge. 
The  work  has  required  ever}^  moment  of  my  time,  and  has  involved  much 
anxiety  and  responsibility,  yet  I feel  that  while  we  may  not  have  succeeded 
to  the  full  extent  of  our  expectations  and  desires,  a great  deal  of  good  has 
been  accomplished,  and  that  the  experience  gained  will  be  a great  help  in 
the  future. 

The  following  tables  show  the  changes  since  last  report. 


Your  obedient  servant. 


W.  W.  TYSON, 


Comynayider. 


Number  of  inmates,  June  i,  1886, 93 

“ received  to  November  30th, 100 

Total  to  be  accounted  for, 193 

Number  of  inmates  died  to  November  30th, 2 

“ “ discharged  to  November  30th, 22 
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Number  of  inmates  at  present, 169 


The  following  gives  the  number  received,  died,  and  discharged  from  date  of 
opening,  February  22  to  November  30,  1886,  inclusive: 


Total  number  received  at  the  Home,  . 

“ died, 

“ honorably  discharged,  . 

“ dishonorably  discharged, 


o 

15 

17 


204 


35 


169 


Total  remaining  on  the  Rolls,  . 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMISSION, 

Under  the  Act  to  locate  and  establish  the  Pennsylvania  Soldiers  and  Sailors 

Home. 

Governor  Robert  E.  Pattison,  President. 

Auditor-General  Jerome  B.  Niles. 

State  Treasurer  William  Livsey. 

Senator  Wm.  F.  Aull,  Pittsburgh. 

Representative  Chas.  R.  Gentner,  Philadeiphia. 

Representative  Thos.  J.  Stewart,  Norristown,  Secretary. 

Gen.  James  A.  Beaver,  Bellefonte, 

Col.  Robert  B.  Beath,  Philadelphia, 

Hon.  Isaac  B.  Brown,  Corry, 

John  M.  Vanderslice,  Esq.,  Philadelphia, 

Gen.  Louis  Wagner,  Treasurer,  Philadelphia. 

These  gentlemen  were,  under  the  Act,  constituted  Trustees  of  the  Home. 
State  Treasurer  Livsey  being  succeeded,  on  the  expiration  of  his  term,  by  Hon. 
M.  S.  Quay;  Governor  Pattison,  by  Governor  Beaver;  Senator  Aull,  by  Senator 
J.  P.  S.  Gobin,  Lebanon;  Representative  Chadwick,  of  Chester,  succeeded  Rep- 
resentative Stewart,  who  was  appointed  by  the  Department  Commander,  G.  A.  R. 


Appointed 
by  the 
Dept.  Com. 
Grand  Army 
of  the 
Republic. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 

From  January  /p,  i8Sf. 

Gov.  James  A.  Beaver,  l^esident,  Harrisburg. 

Col.  Robt.  B.  Beath,  Vice-President,  Philadelphia. 

Hon.  Thos.  J.  Stewart,  Secretary,  Norristown. 

Address,  1202  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 

Gen.  Louis  Wagner,  Treasurer,  218  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia. 
Aud.  Gen.  Jerome  B.  Niles,  Harrisburg. 

State  Treasurer  M.  S.  Quay,  Harrisburg. 

Hon.  J.  P.  S.  Gobin,  Lebanon. 

Hon.  Chas.  R.  Gentner,  Philadelphia. 

Hon.  Robert  Chadwick,  Chester. 

J.  M.  Vanderslice,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

Hon.  I.  B.  Brown,  Corry. 
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